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President Dr. Thomas White is a family man, karate world champion and missionary
The New Face of
Cedarville University
SPECIAL: DR. THOMAS WHITE
Dr. Thomas White was announced as the 10th president of Cedarville University on June 5. He officially began as presi-
dent on July 1.
White comes from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. 
Learn more about Dr. White and his family. 
Fun Facts About Dr. White
Favorite Bible verses: Philippians 3:12-14, 
John 3:16, Philippians 4:13 and Joshua 1:8-10
Favorite books of the Bible: Ruth and John
Favorite movie: Men in Black
Favorite actor: Will Smith
Favorite movie genre: Action-adventure and 
comedy
Favorite TV show: The West Wing and 24
Favorite sports team: Pittsburgh Steelers 
Favorite sports to play: Football and 
basketball
Favorite food: Cheeseburgers
Favorite music: Country and contemporary 
Christian
Dream car: Black Chevrolet Camaro with 
chrome rims and tinted windows
Personal car: Chevrolet Avalanche 
School car: Black GMC Yukon 
Dream job growing up: Professional football 
player for the Pittsburgh Steelers
The White Family
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Photos courtesy of Thomas White
Dr. Thomas White and Mrs. Joy Martin White have two children: Rachel, 8, was adopted by the 
Whites in January 2005, and Samuel, 2, was born in May 2011. The Whites also have two dogs. 
Shadow is a black Labrador Retriever and Princess is a German Shepherd.    
Rachel
Age: 8
Activities: Soccer and ballet
Favorite animals: Dolphins and killer whales
“She has mentioned that when she 
grows up she would like to work 
for an orphanage in Africa. She has 
a real heart for and compassion for 
animals and missions work.”





“He is just fun. He likes to laugh, 
and he’ll even make jokes at his age. 
He has a good sense of humor and 
likes to be the center of attention.”
- Dr. Thomas White
Mrs. Joy Martin White
Education: M.Div. and Th.M. from 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary
Occupation: Mom; adjunct Bible professor at 
Cedarville, teaching one class this fall
“My ministry is my home, my 
children and my husband, and it 
will be whatever the Lord wants me 
to do here at Cedarville.”
- Mrs. Joy White
SPECIAL: DR. THOMAS WHITE
by Crystal Goodremote
Another Cedarville president likely hasn’t used money from personally-owned ka-rate schools to get through seminary. 
But Dr. Thomas White has.
Originally, karate started out as a family 
D̆DLUIRU:KLWH
“I started taking karate when I was 
5-years-old,” White said, “and it was some-
thing that my dad and I did together. We 
would travel, and he would do the adult classes 
and I would do the kid classes then we would 
ride back in the car together.”
White said that karate taught him disci-
pline.
“Every belt test, I had to re-agree to take 
it to the next level, so I learned commitment, 
agility and determination,” White said. 
White is a fourth-degree black belt and 
won an international world amateur karate 
competition in 1993.
But White said he did not expect to learn 
more about Christ through his karate career. 
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rate school, and from there he went on to open 
three other schools. One of his schools was not 
nearly as successful as the others. 
“Every time I went, I had the attitude of ‘I 
really don’t want to go do this again,’” White 
said. 
“The Lord was working spiritually on me 
at that point to learn to trust in him, learn to sit 
back and relax and know that he was in control 
of all things,” he said. 
It was at that point a mother brought in 
her child in a wheelchair and asked if White 
could teach him karate. 
“I didn’t have a whole lot going on then, 
so I said, ‘Sure, we’ll give it a try,’” White said.
While he was working with the child try-
LQJ WR ¿JXUH RXW KRZ KH ZDV JRLQJ WR WHDFK
him to defend himself since his punches and 
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the wheelchair, White said he realized that the 
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“I started working with him with the han-
dles as a weapon and how to use those,” White 
said.
Shortly after that, White said that the lo-
cal media found out and did a human interest 
story on the how the martial arts school was 
helping the boy.
“And the next thing you know, that 
school’s doing pretty well.
“That was a lesson from God about being 
content where he has us and doing what he 
wants us to do and letting him worry about the 
process,” White said. 
While White was teaching at his karate 
school, he came to know the Lord. He said 
that due to this, part of his philosophy of life 
was changed. White started requiring students 
to memorize Bible verses for belt tests. So by 
the time someone would reach black belt, they 
would have memorized the Romans Road to 
salvation.
“It turned from just a karate school to a 
ministry toward the end,” White said.
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For White, Karate Became Ministry
Dr. White was an international champion in karate in 1993. He started learning about the sport with his father. He and his dad would go to karate 
lessons together, with White attending classes for kids and his dad attending the adult classes.  
SPECIAL: DR. THOMAS WHITE
by Crystal Goodremote 
Jumping out of airplanes, alligator hunt-ing, mountain climbing and rattlesnake hunting are images that have been asso-
ciated with the Discovery Channel or Animal 
Planet, not a Cedarville University president. 
At least not until President Dr. Thomas White 
took office. 
“Anything that is crazy, I go do it,” White 
said. “Whatever kind of adrenaline rush you 
can find, I’ll give it a shot.”
White said that his favorite adrenaline 
rushes are mission trips to closed countries 
where the people groups haven’t heard the 
name of Christ. He said that the danger is 
worth the reward of seeing someone led to 
Christ. 
White said his 2010 trip to Tanzania is an 
example of this type of trip. 
“We were mapping out different people 
groups,” White said. “I was with the mission-
ary there, in his car. As darkness set in, we de-
cided it was time to turn back. We were going 
down one of these dirt track roads (when) we 
hit a rock and busted a tire. By the time we had 
replaced the tire, it was already dark.” 
White said that the group was traveling 
through a region that had not seen very many 
Caucasians. 
“We prayed before we left that the Lord 
would help us make connections and make 
friends not enemies,” White said.
As the missionary’s car rolled up to the 
northern most tribe, it was forced to stop due 
to a barricade of people. 
“You could tell that they had been drink-
ing and some of them were drunk,” White said. 
“After they stopped our vehicle, they began to 
shake our vehicle back and forth, pushing on it 
(and) speaking in their native tongue.”
The people took the missionary and the 
person from that people group who had ac-
cepted Christ and left White, the missionary’s 
8-year-old daughter and a photographer in the 
car. While in the car, a guy walked up to the car 
with a long rifle.
White said that he didn’t know what the 
man was going to do since he didn’t speak their 
native tongue, so he and the photographer had 
to make a quick decision as to whether they 
would fight or sit and see what happened. Af-
ter determining that the missionary’s daughter 
was indeed a Christian, White said the group 
decided to wait and see what would happen.
 After about four hours, White said the 
missionary came out and said, “We’ve got it all 
solved.”
White later found out that the villagers 
were upset because apparently the group had 
not paid the proper money to go through the 
village roads. The missionary gave the village 
elder all the money that he had, his pocket-
knife and his word that he and the rest of the 
group would come back in the morning to pay 
the remaining portion. 
“I wasn’t real sure what I thought about 
coming back the next morning,” White said. “I 
asked if he (the missionary) was really going to 
go back the next morning. And (he) said some-
thing I’ll never forget. ‘I gave them my word. If 
I break my word on this, they are not going to 
believe the gospel.’”
So the next morning White said the whole 
group went back and that all the violence and 
drunkenness had gone away with the rising of 
the sun. 
White said that the group was able to 
share the gospel with the village and hook 
them up with a ministry. Now the people in 
that area have clean water and several have 
come to know Christ. 
“I looked out with just human eyes and 
saw the danger and terror,” White said. “We 
had prayed in the beginning that the Lord 
would allow us to make friends. He did. He just 
did it through scenarios we couldn’t necessar-
ily see, demonstrating that all along the way he 
had a plan.
“So that is one of the most scariest, yet 
most exciting, God-glorifying trips I’ve ever 
been on,” White said.
White tries to go on an overseas missions 
trip every two years, he said. During his time at 
Cedarville, he said he would love to travel and 
meet some of the Cedarville alumni located 
around the world and help them serve in their 
areas. He also wants to take students with him.
Special Issue Credit
This special issue of Cedars was produced by 
Crystal Goodremote, senior reporter - campus 
news; Jillian Philyaw, photography editor; and 
Zack Anderson, managing editor. 
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Adrenaline for Christ
White’s 2010 trip to Tanzania brought the gospel and clean water to a village 
Dr. White says he loves to do adventurous things. He tries to go on an overseas missions trip every 
two years.
